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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-26 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1,2,4-5,11-16,19,21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Anderson ("Anderson", US# 6438750). 

As per claim 1 , Anderson teaches a method of displaying a commercial 
message on a display device of a computer during a user waiting time, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

selecting the commercial message from a non-volatile memory (column 4 

lines 17-22); and 

displaying the selected commercial message on the display device during 
the user waiting time (Column lines 45-49). 
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As per claim 2, Anderson teaches a method wherein the commercial 
message comprises an advertisement message (Column 4 lines 45-49). 

As per claim 4, Anderson teaches a method wherein the step of selecting 
the commercial message further comprises the steps of: 
tracking Internet information associated with the computer (Column 3 lines 44- 
48); and 

choosing the commercial message to download to the non-volatile 
memory from a website based on the Internet information (Column 3 lines 51-55). 

As per claim 5, Anderson teaches a method wherein the user waiting time 
comprises a computer boot time (Column 4 lines 1-4). 

As per claim 1 1 , Anderson teaches a computer system for displaying a 
commercial message on a display device during a user waiting time, the 
computer system comprising: 

a display device (figure 2 item 148); 

a processor coupled to the display device (Figure 2 item 104); and 

a memory coupled to the processor (Column 7 lines 49-54) and containing 
code adapted to display the commercial message (Column 7 lines 41-46) during 
the user waiting time. 

As per claim 12, Anderson teaches a system wherein the memory 
comprises a flash read-only memory (ROM) (Column 7 lines 49-54). 

As per claim 13, Anderson teaches a system wherein the memory 
comprises a hard drive (Column 4 lines 41-43). 
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As per claim 14, Anderson teaches a system wherein the memory is 
updated with the commercial message from the Internet when the computer is 
connected to a website (Column 7 lines 58-59). 

As per claim 15, Anderson teaches a system wherein the code comprises 
Basic Input/Output System (BIOS) code (Column 4 lines 29-31). 

As per claim 16, Anderson teaches a system wherein the code comprises 
a commercial messaging application. 

As per claim 19, Anderson teaches a system wherein display of the 
commercial message is selectively disabled (Column 3 lines 14-17). 

As per claim 21 , Anderson teaches a system wherein the type of 
commercial message is user selectable (Column 5 lines 50-53). 
4. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 22 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Petrecca et al (Petrecca", US# 5781894). 

As per claim 22, Petrecca teaches a non-intrusive computer-based system 
for displaying commercial messages the system comprising: 

a means for detecting a user waiting time of a computer (Column 3 lines 
1-3); and 

a means for selecting a commercial message to display on the computer 
during the user waiting time (Column 3 lines 1-3). 
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As per claim 26, Petrecca teaches a system wherein the commercial 
message comprises an advertisement message (Column 3 lines 1-3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson ("Anderson", US# 6438750) in view of Kreynin et al ("Kreynin", US# 
6067570). 

As per claim 3 Anderson fails to disclose a message which includes productivity 
enhancement tips. However, Kreynin teaches a method wherein the commercial 
message comprises productivity enhancement tips for the computer (Column 8 
lines 56-65). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of 
the invention to combine Anderson's method and Kreynin's teaching to benefit 
from the updating of standard screens that are presented to the PC operator 
during times of waiting (Column 8 lines 56-60). 

8. Claims 7,9-10,17-18,20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Anderson ("Anderson", US# 6438750) in view of Petrecca et al 
("Petrecca", US# 5781894). 
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As per claim 7, Anderson fails to disclose a method wherein the user 
waiting time comprises a computer screen saver time. However, Petrecca 
teaches a waiting time comprising of a screen saver time (Column 2 lines 61-67). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to 
combine Petrecca's teaching with Anderson's method so the method is 
configured to detect waiting time periods and to present the advertising 
messages only during this time (Column 3 lines 1-3). 

As per claim 9, Petrecca also teaches a method wherein the commercial 
message is displayed for a duration according to a time weight assigned to the 
commercial. (Column 1 lines 64-67). 

As per claim 10, Petrecca also teaches a method wherein the commercial 
message is repeated according to a frequency weight assigned to the 
commercial message (Column 3 lines 14-17). 

As per claim 17, Petrecca also teaches a system wherein displaying the 
commercial message in the memory is selectively disabled (column 4 lines 51- 

52) . 

As per claim 18, Petrecca also teaches a system wherein deletion the 
commercial message in the memory is selectively enabled (Column 4 lines 52- 

53) . 

As per claim 20, Petrecca also teaches a system wherein the commercial 
message is selectively saved for future display on the display device (Column 3 
lines 7-12). 
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9. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Petrecca et al ("Petrecca", US# 5781894) in view of Anderson ("Anderson", US# 
6438750). 

As per claim 23, Petrecca fails to disclose a system wherein the waiting 
time is the boot time. However, Anderson teaches a system wherein the user 
waiting time comprises a boot time of the computer (Column 4 lines 1-4). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to 
combine Petrecca's system with Anderson's teaching to utilize a waiting time 
such as boot time for advertising messages or the like. 

10. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson ("Anderson", US# 6438750) in view of Cozza ("Cozza", US# 5502815). 

As per claim 8, Anderson fails to disclose a method wherein the waiting 
time is a virus-scan time. However Cozza teaches a method wherein the user 
waiting time comprises a virus-scan time of a storage medium of the computer 
(Column 2 lines 26-29). Therefore it would have been obvious to an artisan at the 
time of the invention to combine Anderson's method with Cozza's teaching to 
utilize the waiting time of a virus-scan to advertise messages or the like. 

1 1 . Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Petrecca et al ("Petrecca", US# 5781894) in view of Cozza ("Cozza", US# 
5502815). 

As per claim 25, Petrecca fails to disclose a method wherein the waiting 
time is a virus-scan time. However Cozza teaches a method wherein the user 
waiting time comprises a virus-scan time of a storage medium of the computer 
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(Column 2 lines 26-29). Therefore it would have been obvious to an artisan at the 
time of the invention to combine Petrecca's method with Cozza's teaching to 
utilize the waiting time of a virus-scan to advertise messages and the like. 

12. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson ("Anderson", US# 6438750) in view of Havinga et al ("Design 
techniques for low power systems".) 

As per claim 6, Anderson fails to disclose a method during a waiting time 
wherein the time is the wake-up time from a low power mode. However, Havinga 
teaches a user waiting time comprising a computer wake-up time from a low 
power mode (page 7 lines 12-13). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an 
artisan at the time of the invention to combine Anderson's method with Havinga's 
teaching to utilize the waiting time of a wakeup from a low power mode to 
advertise messages and the like. 

13. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Petrecca et al ("Petrecca", US# 5781894) in view of Havinga et al ("Design 
techniques for low power systems".) 

As per claim 24, Anderson fails to disclose a method during a waiting time 
wherein the time is the wake-up time from a low power mode. However, Havinga 
teaches a user waiting time comprising a computer wake-up time from a low 
power mode (page 7 lines 12-13). Therefore, it would have been obvious to an 
artisan at the time of the invention to combine Petrecca's method with Havinga's 
teaching to utilize the waiting time of a wakeup from a low power mode to 
advertise messages and the like. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Van Hoff et al (US# 5959623) -System and method for displaying 
user selected set of advertisements. 

• Gorbet et al (US# 6542163) - Method and system for providing 
relevant tips to a user of an application program. 

• Hoyle (US# 6141010) - Computer interface mehod and apparatus 
with targeted advertising. 

• Krishan et al. (US# 6442529) - Methods and apparatus for 
delivering targeted information and advertising over the internet. 

• Delo et al (US# 6345386) - Method and system for advertising 
applications. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Ryan F Pitaro whose telephone number is 
703-605-1205. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 703-308-0640. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Ryan Pitaro 

Patent Examiner ^zi^yf^^ / &rzsz<^ 

Art Unit 2174 K^IST^i KINCAiD 



